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Schwarzman Scholars (Master’s in Global Affairs at Tsinghua University)
https://www.schwarzmanscholars.org

Timeline & Eligibility
e Application Deadlines:
o China applicants (passports from Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau,
Taiwan): May 20, 2025, 11:59 PM Beijing Time
o U.S./Global applicants (all other nationalities): September 10, 2025, 3:00 PM EDT
o Eligibility Requirements:
o Must complete all undergraduate degree requirements by August 1, 2026
o Age must be between 18 and 28 years old (not yet 29) by August 1, 2026
o No restrictions on field of study or nationality; the program is open to all majors and all
nationalities
o English proficiency required (TOEFL iBT = 100, IELTS = 7, Cambridge C1/C2 = 185, or
Duolingo = 130), unless waived by sufficient prior English instruction

Getting Started—Step-by-Step

1. Check your eligibility
a. Confirm your graduation timeline, age, language proficiency, and application portal
based on your passport (China vs. U.S./Global).
2. Register on the Online Application Portal
a. Access the U.S./Global or China application depending on eligibility. Prepare to fill out
the application in English using Roman script.
3. Prepare Required Application Materials:
a. Resume (max 2 pages)—tailor it to showcase leadership
b. Essays:
i. Leadership Essay (~750 words)
ii. Statement of Purpose (~500 words) — outline your goals and how the program
advances them
c. Documents:
i. Official transcripts with grading context (explain if non-numerical)
ii. 3 recommendation letters, including at least one that highlights leadership with
direct knowledge
iii. Optional video introduction (approx. 1 minute) to enhance your leadership
narrative
4. Submit your application:
a. China applicants: by May 20, 2025
b. U.S./Global applicants: by September 10, 2025, 3:00 PM EDT
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Tlps to Build a Competitive Application

Demonstrate leadership throughout — use personal narratives that illustrate sustained
leadership, integrity, and impact

e Craft essays as part of a cohesive leadership narrative — showcase your vision, values,
and how Schwarzman Scholars fits into your trajectory

e Engage recommenders effectively — choose people who know you well and can speak
passionately about your leadership qualities

e Use the optional video wisely — share something new that deepens the committee’s
understanding of you beyond the written application

Selection Process Overview

e Applications are reviewed holistically with a focus on leadership potential within a global
context

e Interviews are held in person at global locations (e.g., New York, London, Singapore) during
late October to early November 2025 for U.S./Global applicants; China applicants interview
earlier, often in July in Beijing

e Travel costs (economy flight/train + one-night hotel) for interviews are covered by the program

o Final offers are typically made in mid-November 2025 for U.S./Global applicants; October
2025 for China applicants

Benefits & Program Overview

e One-year fully-funded master’s degree in Global Affairs awarded by Tsinghua University,
based at Schwarzman College
e Benefits include:
o Tuition, fees, books and supplies
o Room and board
o Modest personal stipend (~$4,000)
Travel (to/from Beijing) and an in-country study tour
o Health insurance
e Program pillars: Leadership, Global Affairs, and China—designed to build cultural empathy
and global understanding
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Summary Checklist

= Confirm eligibility (age, graduation timeline, language proficiency, passport-based portal)

= Register on appropriate application portal (China or U.S./Global)

= Draft leadership resume and essays (Leadership Essay & Statement of Purpose)

= Organize transcripts with clear context

= Secure and track three strong recommendation letters

= Consider recording a compelling optional video introduction

= Submit application by deadline: May 20, 2025 (China) or September 10, 2025 (U.S./Global)
= Prepare for interview travel and timelines (Oct—Nov 2025)
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