Proposal (DTU)
I.

Essay

I've lived in California for most of my life, and there are many perks of having family less than
an hour's drive away from campus. This is why spending a term studying abroad in a completely
different environment, on the other side of the world, would be an amazing opportunity, both for
my academic and personal growth.
As I naturally have a fairly reserved personality, studying abroad would push me out of my
comfort zone and force me to meet new people, create new experiences, and expand my world
view. I think this would be a healthy step for me, as college is a time where many young people,
including me, are still trying to figure out who they are. The only other country I've traveled to
outside of the US is China, because of extended family, so going abroad to Europe would be
completely new, and different culture-wise from everything I know.
Additionally, taking courses in my major at a different university (in a completely different
continent) would be good for intellectual growth, as I would get the chance to learn about
different topics, and different perspectives that would be otherwise unavailable at Caltech. I am
also considering applying to grad school at this point, so being immersed as a student in another
school would give me a better idea of what other universities are like, as Caltech is unique in
many ways (especially its size!).
After attending all the relevant study abroad meetings both last year and this year (as a junior),
and also talking to people who have previously participated in the program, I feel extremely
confident about my decision to apply. Everyone has had positive experiences, and learned and
grew lot, and in the end no one ever regretted going abroad. I know this is an opportunity not too
many people get the chance to experience, so I'm glad and grateful this program exists. I know if
I were to be accepted, I would create memories I would remember and cherish for a lifetime.
II.

Program Fit

I think studying abroad at DTU would be the best fit for me. I enjoy learning languages in my
free time, so I look forward to taking Danish Language course. Since I don't have much, if any,
prior knowledge of Denmark or its culture, I'm even more excited to learn about it and come
back more knowledgeable of the world than before I left. I've never been to Copenhagen, or
even Europe before, and have always wanted to, so this would be a great opportunity. Another
thing I look forward to doing at DTU is taking courses I wouldn't otherwise be able to take, like
cognitive modeling. I think for these various reasons, DTU would be a great fit for me for study
abroad.
III.

Proposed Course List

Total ECTS: 27.5
Total CIT Units: 45
Course by Correspondence/Units: 0
1. Course Name and Number: Deep Learning: 02456

\

ECTS: 7.5
Caltech units: 9
Caltech evaluator:
Type of Caltech credit: General HSS elective
CIT equivalent course: NIA
Course description: The courses in Danish as a Foreign Language for International Students at
the University of Copenhagen consist of intensive language instruction classes. Danish is studied
and taught as a foreign language for communicative as well as academic purposes. In accordance
with a discursive view of language and a primarily cognitive view of language acquisition the
courses integrate theoretical knowledge of lexicon, grammar and phonology in the process of
developing communicative competences in modern Danish, spoken and written.
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